
December 5 , 2014 

Sorensen Magnet School (208) 664-2822                           http://sorensen-cdasd-id.schoolloop.com/ 
310 N. 9th Street, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814                  Michelle Grebil, Office Manager, mgrebil@cdaschools.org 
Janet Ackerman, Principal, jackerman@cdaschools.org                           Lisa Thompson, Office Asst., lthompson@cdaschools.org 

Volume 3 Issue 4 

Sorensen Magnet School 
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Sorensen Mission Statement:  Sorensen is an artistically-enriched school which empowers 

students by providing an academically excellent education for every child. 

 Dear Sorensen Parents & Guardians, 
 

Parent Conference Thanks! 

Thank you to all of our parents for attending our parent/teacher/student conferences before Thanksgiving. We even 

have some parents meeting with teachers this week. The time we spend together for our children is invaluable and 

demonstrates to our children that what they do at school is important!  A special thank you from the whole staff to 

the PTO parents who provided a warm dinner and healthy breakfast for our teachers during their extended confer-

encing hours. 
 

Safety Drills at Sorensen 

All schools are required by law to enact a monthly fire drill. In addition to a fire drill, we practiced a Lock Down Drill 

in November. Whenever there is a potentially dangerous situation outside of the school, our staff and students are 

trained to remain safe and calm inside their classrooms.  This month we will practice an Evacuation Drill following 

our fire drill on Monday morning, December 8th. For our evacuation practice, the entire student body will assemble 

in our gym and our staff crisis team will practice their roles, which includes enacting a few parents retrieving their 

students from our school in the event of an emergency.  

It is important for parents to know that in case of an emergency when parents come to collect their children from 

us there will be a ”Parent Request Door” where each parent will be asked to fill out a form for each child.  Parents 

will then be directed to stay outside the building and collect their child at the “Parent Release Door.” Throughout 

the evacuation process, every child will be escorted by a staff member and handed directly to the parent. If an au-

thentic evacuation occurred, we have several relocation centers where we could evacuate as a school: First Presby-

terian Church on Lakeside Avenue, Harding Family Center or Bryan School…but during this cold weather we will 

practice in our own gym.  You could support us by having a reassuring conversation with your child about the im-

portance of safety drills and how to take these drills seriously to help everyone feel safe. Thank you! 
 

Be Prepared - Cold Weather Clothing 

Thank you parents for providing the appropriate cold weather gear for your children. Per district guidelines, the chil-

dren are kept inside when the temperature drops to single digits, including the wind chill factor.  However, we know 

the fresh air and exercise is very important for our children. Please continue to make it part of your early morning 

routine, and have children bring, hats, gloves, boots and a warm coat…if and when we do get some snow, snow 

pants are a great way to keep active children dry and warm! 
 

Bolivian Culture Exchange/Juggling Artist in Residence 

Thank you to those of you who have made donations for Performing Life Bolivia, to transport our jugglers into our 
country, but we do have a ways to go! Your donation would be a wonderful Christmas gift to our school for this in-
credible cultural exchange opportunity. If you would like to donate plane fare money, submit all donations to 
Michelle in the office, she will be happy to give you a receipt for your donation for your taxes. The more money we 
raise towards the third $1,600 airfare, the more we will have available to enhance this amazing and engaging cul-
tural experience for our children. Thank you for supporting us in our efforts to create the most exciting and chal-
lenging educational experiences for our children! If interested please follow this link to see the jugglers in action in 
Bolivia! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ag34pWn6xFY&index=8&list=UUMQoYbZqVwc71gICnara5rw 
 

Mrs. Ackerman, Principal 



Calendar 
 

Dec. 8  PTO Meeting 6:30-8pm 
Dec. 9  Sorensen Night @ Triple 
   Play 6:30pm 
Dec. 10 Grades 1-3 Winter Music    
   Program 6:30pm 
Dec. 11 Game Truck for Coupon    
   book winners! 
Dec. 16 Canto Performance @ First Pres- 
       byterian at Ladies Tea 12:45-2  
Dec. 18 Strings Concert 6pm @ Fernan 
Dec. 18 Coffee House Jam @ Java 6pm 
Dec. 22- Winter Break!! 
 Jan. 2  
Jan. 5  Return to School! 

Sorensen’s Winter Concert 

Grades 1-3 
 

Join our 1st - 3rd grade students as 

they perform at their Winter Con-

cert on Wednesday, December 10th at 6:30pm.  

Students should arrive at 6:10pm.  Please wear 

holiday dress for the concert.  If you have ques-

tions please contact Mrs. Sorenson at 664-2822 

or ssorenson@cdaschools.org 

From the Library:From the Library:From the Library:From the Library:    
    

“Cozy up with a good eBook this 
Holiday season.  Books and audio-
books for children, teens and adults 
are available FREE from the Cd’A & 
Hayden Libraries -  all you need is 
your library card.  For more information 
www.communitylibrary.net.” 
 

This month brings many opportunities to sup-
port the library here at Sorensen.  First, come 
visit the book fair and take care of some holi-
day shopping while raising funds for the library 
all at the same time!  The book fair runs thru 
next week with extended hours Wednesday, 
Dec. 10th (open before & after the 1-3 grade 
music program).  Second, help me invite grand-
parents to join our newly formed Grandparents’ Grandparents’ Grandparents’ Grandparents’ 
Booster Club for ReadingBooster Club for ReadingBooster Club for ReadingBooster Club for Reading, a program to provide 
new books for our library and classrooms and 
reward programs for reading excellence.  With 
provided names and addresses, I will send 
grandparents an invitation with information to 
the club.  Finally, come spend time in our li-
brary reading with your son/daughter.  It’s a 
great place to spend some time and you are 
always welcome! 
 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas touched with 
wonder and filled with love.  ~ Mrs. Rakes 

Sorensen/Fernan  
Strings Concert 

 

Please join us for our first Strings 
Concert of this school year!  It will 
be on Thursday, December 18th at 6:00pm at 
Fernan Elementary School in their gymnasium.  
Please have the students there at 5:30 to warm 
up.  They should be dressed in nice clothes, no 
uniforms please.  We hope to see you there! 

Coffee House Jam 
 

Calling all writers, singers, story tellers, ma-
gicians, jugglers -  come show case your tal-
ent in a fun filled environment on Thursday, 

December 18th at 6pm at Java for Coffee House Jam!  
Enjoy a  cup of coffee and hot cocoa too! 

Santa Claus Food DriveSanta Claus Food DriveSanta Claus Food DriveSanta Claus Food Drive    
    

The Coeur d’Alene Fire Department Local 
Union 710 is happy to announce the ear-
ly arrival of Santa Claus this year.   

 

Children and their families are invited to have their 
photos taken with Santa for a DONATION OF CAN DONATION OF CAN DONATION OF CAN DONATION OF CAN 
GOODS.GOODS.GOODS.GOODS.  Santa Claus will be at Fire Station #3, 1500 
15th Street on Saturday, December 6th from 10am 
to 2pm.  Hope to see you there!  If you have any 
questions please contact the CDA Fire Department 
at 769-2340. 

Sorensen Auction! 
 

It’s time to start thinking about 
the 2015 Sorensen Auction!  We are already 
gathering items for the live and silent auc-
tions, and you can help!  If you and your fam-
ily (or your business) would like to donate an 
item, please contact Lori Wallin 
lori.wallin@smpto.org to make arrangements.  
Thanks for your help in making the auction a 
huge success for our kids! 

Sorensen’s Lost & Found 
 

Sorensen families….PLEASE be sure to 

check our lost and found for your chil-

dren’s items.  We have SO many coats, 

lunch boxes, hats and many more item’s that be-

long to your children.  Thank you!   



PTO Corner 

Volunteers Needed 

If you are interested in any of the following 

volunteer opportunities at Sorensen, 

please contact Volunteers@SMPTO.org.  

Thanks for all that you do to help make Sorensen 

GREAT! 
 

The Observer 

The Observer is looking for one or more parents to 

help share the responsibility of teaching editing 

and layout to The Observer team.  The current par-

ent volunteer, Blair, plans on continuing the work, 

but extra hands and expertise are always welcome.  

If you are interested in getting involved in The Ob-

server, please contact Volunteers@SMPTO.org. 
 

Spring	Carnival!	

It’s never too early to start looking for event 
chairs.  Each spring, Sorensen hosts a ‘Carnival/
Celebration’ for the families and students.  We are 
looking for a parent, or parents, to chair this won-
derful event. 
 

You will  be provided with instructions on how the 
event has taken shape in the past, for you to build 
on.  Remember, the sooner you step up, the earlier 
you can begin planning THE MOST AMAZING CAR-
NIVAL EVER!!! 
 

If you are interested in getting involved in the 
Spring Carnival, please contact  
Volunteers@SMPTO.org. 
 

Spider	Dolly	Needed	

Last year we were fortunate enough to have a 
beautiful baby grand piano donated to Sorensen.  
Upon delivery, the piano specialists recommended 
that we purchase a spider dolly in order to keep 
the piano safe.  A piano on stage at an elementary 
school is moved A LOT!  This is not good for the 
piano.   
We need to raise roughly $750 to purchase the spi-
der dolly and to have it installed correctly.  Won’t 
you help us SAVE OUR PIANO? 
We have already raised $250, and need your help 
to raise the remainder. 
If you are interested in helping us save our piano, 
please send donations to: 
 

Sorensen PTO 
Attn:  Spider Dolly Fund 
310 N. 9th Street 
Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814 

Building Good Food Habits 
 

As parents, we strive to teach our 
children many things that will help 
them through life.  One area we can 

help develop is the habit of healthy eating.  A great 
place to start is through being a good role model.  
Choose a healthy balance of fruits, vegetables, lean 
meats, low fat dairy products, and whole grains for 
your meals.  If you turn your nose up to whole grains 
or “anything green”, chances are your child will follow 
suit.  Another important tip is to avoid labeling foods 
as “good foods” and “bad foods”.  All foods can be 
balanced into your diet; the key is to learn appropriate 

portions of less nutritious foods.  Avoid focusing most 
of your attention on foods that you “can’t have” as that 
can create an unhealthy relationship with food and eat-
ing.  Finally, don’t forget to try new foods/recipes and 
remember to enjoy the experience of eating meals to-
gether as a family. 

The Observer 
 

The Observer; Issue #5 
We at The Observer have been 
blown away by the wonderful re-
sponse and involvement by the stu-
dents here at Sorensen.  To date 
we’ve had 125 submissions by students, of both 
writing and artwork.  Keep up the great work 
Sorensen! 
 

The deadline for issue #5 is Thursday, Dec. 11th.  
Drop off your submissions in the library, and re-
member to include a submission form. 
 

December Writing Exercise 
This month the editors at The Observer are offer-
ing the students a new writing exercise - ‘Write A 
Letter’.  Just like their November exercise ‘Tell Me 
A Story’, this is an optional exercise for the stu-
dents. 
 

The editors are encouraging students to write a 
letter to anyone!  Ideas include: 
 

• A character in your favorite book 
• Someone who has inspired you 
• Your favorite artist 
• Your favorite author 
• Your children (in the future) 
• To the school, begging for a snow day 
• To your pet, preparing them for the holidays 
• To Santa’s elves, telling them how much you 

appreciate their work 
• To the President of the United States 
 

So get writing your letter today!  Then remember 
to submit them to The Observer! 



Counselor’s	Corner	
	

Wouldn’t it be cool if every student in our school knew what empathy was and could 
give you examples of things they have done to help someone else? 
 

This month’s video clips focus on empathy.  Each classroom will be viewing one of the 
following videos this month.  Empathy is:  the ability to understand and share the feel-
ings of another. 
 

Grades K-2:  The Coat, a Story of Charity. 
A young boy struggling to stay warm receives a coat from a child who notices his need. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cp3IH8ZNviQ  
 

Grades 3-6:  What is empathy?  By Start Empathy. 
This video explains empathy from a student point of view while providing examples. 
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/539657967822388016/  
 

Excerpt taken from:  Empathy:  Why It’s Important, Why We Should Nurture It in Our Kids 
By:  Steve Palmer 
 

One of the most important skills we can teach our kids is empathy.  Empathy is the ability to see 
and value what the other person is feeling or experiencing.  When we see someone in pain and feel 
that response in our own gut, that’s empathy.  When we see someone crying tears of joy at an im-
portant reunion and notice ourselves choking up, that’s empathy.  When we see someone struggling 
with a problem and feel an emotional pull to help, that’s empathy.  It’s a core skill for what psy-
chologists call “pro-social” behavior - the actions that are involved in building close relationships, 
maintaining friendships, and developing strong communities. 
 

One of the most important of the emotional intelligence skills is empathy.  When we instinctively 
tell our kids to “think about how what you did made your sister feel,” we are training our kids in 
empathy and inviting them to recognize the importance of taking others’ feelings into account.  So, 
what are some ways to help support our kids’ development of empathy, and the ability to respond 
to others in constructive ways?  Here are a few points to consider: 
 

• Help your kids put words to their emotions. Feelings are complex bio-chemical realities that 
take place in our whole bodies, but not necessarily involving our logical brain!  Naming them can 
be trickier than we sometimes realize.  We have a great many words in our language to try to ex-
press the various shadings of sadness, anger or fear.  Helping our kids find the right words that 
express what they’re feeling is a great way for them to come to understand the feelings of oth-
ers. 

• Feel out loud.  Modeling the behavior you want your kids to emulate is one of the best parenting 
strategies around.  Kids are watching us all the time and what we do influences them as much or 
more than what we say.  Share your thoughts and feelings about situations in the family, what 
friends are going through, what that kid at school your son is complaining about might be feel-
ing, what you see on TV.  No need to be heavy-handed or lecture about it.  Simply share what the 
other person may be feeling or going through and how that affects you, makes you consider how 
to help. 

• Include empathy as part of discipline. Make sure you include conversation about how people 
are affected by a problem in the creation of the solution.  Get kids to consider how their ag-
grieved sibling might have felt when they got hurt or when someone took their favorite pair of 
jeans without asking.  Show empathy to the perpetrator, too, so they see how this empathy can 
guide consequences, as well. 

• Reward empathy. When we notice our kids doing the right thing, a reward “out of the blue” can 
be a powerful way to influence their behavior in the future.  Pay attention to when your kids are 
responding out of empathy, reaching out to help, changing their behavior out of concern for an-
other, and let them know you value and support what they’re doing.  Recognition and affirma-
tion are often reward enough, but an occasional ice cream cone won’t hurt! 

• Be patient. None of us is perfectly empathetic all the time, even as adults. To ask kids to put 
others first or even to be able to have the emotional energy to notice what someone else is feel-
ing when they are upset is asking a lot.  As with all things human, progress is slow and accumu-
lates over time as skills (and brains!) develop.  Just keep pointing these moments out and model-
ing the skills the best you can.  Our kids will get there.  After all, we did, right? 




